The Tale of Despereaux

Chapters 1-3

Paragraph:  Describe Despereaux’s mother at the time of his birth.

Short Answer:  What was Despereaux able to do right after he was born?  How did he feel about this ability?

What word does Despereaux’s mother use to describe her children?

A. troublesome

B. ridiculous

C. disappointment

D. smart

Vocabulary:

Dispairs – P. 12

Obscenely – P. 17

Indignant – P. 24

Conform – P. 25

Fill in the blank:

Despereaux hears something that sounds like _______________.

Despereaux discovers that he can _________________.

Despereaux loves to look at _____________ coming into the castle.

The Tale of Despereaux

Chapters 4-7

Paragraph:  Describe the relationship between the king and princess.

Short Answer:  Choose one to answer.  Why is Despereaux free?  What does it mean that the princess looked “directly into his soul?”  (P. 41)

When the king looks at the mouse, he is:

A. angry

B. confused

C. playful

D. both a and b

Vocabulary:

Indulge – P. 27

Adhere – P. 27

Fill in the blank:

The king plays a ______________.

Love is ______________, ________________, and __________________.

Despereaux will _________________ the princess.

The Tale of Despereaux

Chapters 8 - 13

Paragraph:  What would you if you were Despereaux’s best friend?

Short Answer:  Who gives Despereaux a bit of understanding at his darkest hour? 

Who is the only mouse to show care for Despereaux in this section?

A. Furlough

B. Father

C. Mother

D. Aunt Florence

Vocabulary:

Heeded – P. 42

Perfidy – P. 45

Egregious – P. 52

Ominous – P. 57

Fill in the blank:

The ___________________ gave Despereaux great advice that helped save his life.

__________________ betrayed Despereaux twice.  

More than anything, Despereaux wants to live __________ _________ __________ with Princess Pea.

The Tale of Despereaux

Chapters 14 – 18

Paragraph:  How does Botticelli get Roscuro to change how he feels each time they talk?

Short Answer:  What saves Despereaux’s life?

Roscurro wants desperately to:

A. torture prisoners

B. get the red cloth

C. go upstairs

D. eat the rope

Vocabulary:

Monstrosity – P.79

Inordinate – P. 88

Inexplicably – P. 88

Solace – P. 99

Fill in the blank:

Rats think that life is very _____________.

Unlike the other rats, Roscuro is fascinated by ______________ of all sorts.

Botticelli says the meaning of life is ________________.

The Tale of Despereaux

Chapters 19 – 23

Paragraph:  What things do Despereaux and Roscuro have in common?

Short Answer:  How did the queen die?

The king declared all rats:

A. murderous

B. disgusting

C. outlaws

D. prisoners

Vocabulary:

Consigned – P. 104

Domain – P. 104

Capacious – P. 111

Consequences – P. 118 

Fill in the blank:

Roscuro thinks Botticelli is wrong and that the meaning of life is ______________.

The one thing Roscuro does not want to be is a _______________.

Every living thing has a heart, and all hearts can be ___________________.

The Tale of Despereaux

Chapters 24 – 30

Paragraph:  Miggery Sow was in the middle of a “vicious circle.”  (P. 130)  What does this mean?

Short Answer:  How does Miggery Sow get away from “Uncle”?

Mig’s new duty is:

A. Chambermaid

B. Seamstress

C. Lunch for Gregory

D. Lady in waiting

Vocabulary:

Scrupulously – P. 129

Innumerable – P. 139

Notion – P. 151

Fill in the blank:

The first time Miggery Sow sees the princess, she feels ___________, and wants to be a _____________ herself.

Nobody ever cares what Miggery Sow _______________.

Miggery Sow and the princess are both ________________ years old and they have both lost their _________________.

The Tale of Despereaux

Chapters 31 – 36

Paragraph:  What does the phrase “not the sharpest knife in the drawer” mean?

Short Answer:  How did Despereaux get out of the dungeon?

Despereaux lost his:

A. ears

B. tail

C. whiskers

D. love of the light

Vocabulary:

Olfactory – P. 158

Ominous – P. 160

Portentous – P. 167

Fill in the blank:

Everything, as you well know, cannot be ______________ and ____________.

Mig wants the princess to live so she can be her _________ __ ________ when Mig is the princess.

The Tale of Despereaux

Chapters 37 – 42

Paragraph:  Why do you think the princess tells Roscuro that she doesn’t recognize him?

Short Answer:  What does the threadmaster mean about red thread when he says, “I…know it for what it is”?

Which of these is NOT in the princess’s heart?

A. hatred

B. sorrow

C. empathy

D. regret

Vocabulary:

Defiant – P. 193

Cascading – P. 210

Fill in the blank:

Forgiveness is a powerful, wonderful, _____________ thing.

Despereaux’s father cried because he had been ________________.

The Tale of Despereaux

Chapters 43 – 46

Paragraph:  Why does Cook let Despereaux go free?

Short Answer:  How does Cook break the law?

To cheer himself in the dungeon, Despereaux

A. told a story

B. lit a candle

C. tightened the thread on his sword

D. ate some soup

Vocabulary

Innumerable – P. 222

Fill in the blank:

Despereaux was hurt when Cook ____________ at him.

Despereaux encounters _______________ at the bottom of the stairs.

The Tale of Despereaux

Chapters 47 – 52

Paragraph:  How did they escape the dungeon?

Short Answer:  Why did Despereaux go with Botticelli?

What does Mig want most?

A. to be princess

B. her ma

C. to get revenge on her father

D. a friend

Vocabulary:

Dire – P. 240

Infringe – P. 249

Fill in the blank:

In the dungeon, Despereaux saw ____________, _______________, _______________, and _________________.

